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Follow Us Online! 

 
www.facebook.com/
SupervisorJeffries 

 
Twitter: @SupJeffries 

 

 
 
 
 

Some Quick Updates…. 
 
New Leadership – After conducting an extensive search, my fellow Board  
members and I agreed 5-0 to hire Jeff Van Wagenen to replace retired County CEO 
George Johnson.  The County has roughly 20,000 employees, 44 or so departments, 
is the 10th largest (population) in the Nation, 4th largest in the state of California, 
and manages roughly $6 billion in taxpayer dollars (most of it pre-programmed by 
the State & Feds, and/or shipped off to public schools on behalf of the State). Jeff 
has a daunting task ahead of him in looking for opportunities to reorganize,  
reshape, drive efficiencies, deal with dramatically increasing pension costs charged 
to the County by CalPERS, work with numerous labor groups and MOU’s  
(I estimate 5 to 7 any given year) and of course, deal with five elected Board  
members who have very diverse perspectives. Jeff has private sector experience as 
well as 14 years in various positions and responsibilities with the County, and I 
wish him well! 
 
Fireworks – As many of us know, this past Fourth of July was an incredible  
spectacle of illegal and dangerous fireworks being set off all over the County. Our 
unincorporated areas had several wildland fires that had no fire engines assigned for 
a period of time because of the extreme off-the-charts volume of 911 calls  
occurring.  Our firefighters and law enforcement were absolutely overwhelmed in 
many communities.  The Board of Supervisors is awaiting a staff recommendation 
on how to manage, regulate, and perhaps allow safe and sane fireworks in  
designated parks, lake edges, etc., while simultaneously cracking down on the  
illegal and dangerous fireworks that caused so many fires and caused pets to run 
away. Stay tuned. 
 
COVID – While California is one of the few states that has continued to prohibit 
indoor gym activities, and one of the last to open schools and allow youth sports 
activities, we are finally seeing much better statistics on infection rates and  
declining hospital impacts, and the trends are all good. The vaccine supply  
continues to be a significant challenge for all the public and private vaccination 
sites in our county (and our state), but we are doing better with over 400,000 doses 
administered already in Riverside County. Now that things are going much  
smoother, the State has ordered a change in the vaccine management. Management 
and accountability for future  vaccination programs is shifting to Blue Shield and 
Kaiser Permanente. County and private vaccination facilities will be receiving  
direction from the two statewide third-party administrators.  In the meantime, until 
told otherwise, the County will continue to host clinics for eligible residents, and 
our mobile clinics will still target hard-to-reach demographics and communities.  
See what is available and who is eligible here:   
https://rivcoph.org/COVID-19-Vaccine 

 
 
 
 

https://rivcoph.org/COVID-19-Vaccine
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(continued from Page 1) 
 

Non-City Residents Speak-Up!  If you reside within a city, you know that you can always  
contact your local city councilmember or city hall about local concerns or complaints. If you are one of 
the 400,000 or so residents who reside outside of a city boundary, your contact is generally one of us on 
the Board of Supervisors (the First District has roughly 120,000 non-city residents). Under the new  
Unincorporated Communities Initiative (UCI), the Board is pushing for long overdue funding and  
infrastructure improvements in our growing rural communities (many do not look so rural  
anymore).  One of first steps towards addressing the needs of our rural communities is the kickoff of a 
survey for non-city residents along with presentations at future local community advisory meetings. 
(See page 6 for more information). You can take the survey at: https://rivco.org/community/
unincorporated-communities-initiative  
 

 
Budgeting Begins – The never-ending cycle and process of developing and updating the County budget 
is underway. The COVID impact to our county-run healthcare system, the impact to our economy and 
jobs, funding from the State and Feds to help backfill some of the related expenses, the cost of 
healthcare and pensions, all have direct or indirect impacts to the County budget and the services  
provided to all 2.4 million county residents. The Board (and public) will receive a mid-year budget 
briefing this coming Tuesday, March 9th. Like all Board meetings, you can watch live online, or see the 
recording later.  Our meetings also always start with a COVID update from our Public Health team.  
https://livestream.com/rivcolive/bos  
 
As always, feel free to contact us with your thoughts or suggestions to make Riverside County a better 
place. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Jeffries 

 

 

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient of IHSS Services—One (1) opening 

 

Woodcrest Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Two (2) alternate openings 

 

First 5 Advisory Committee– Two (2) opening  
 

Riverside County Flood Control Commission—Zone 1—One (1) opening 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better 
place feel free to apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commis-

https://rivco.org/community/unincorporated-communities-initiative
https://rivco.org/community/unincorporated-communities-initiative
https://livestream.com/rivcolive/bos
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Local District #1 Events 

The Lakeland Village Community Clean Up was a 
big success this year! We were able to serve 203 
customers during the event and even collected 
204 tires. Residents took full advantage of the  
opportunity to get rid of bulky items and clean up 
their yards without having to drive all the way to 
the landfill. 
 
The volunteer cleanup, led by MAC board  
member Jim Savage was also a great success 
this year. There were over 30 volunteers that 
wanted to help beautify the community.  
Volunteers were comprised of individuals from 
Hands and Feet Outreach, The Dream Center, 
California Conservation Corps and the community. 
The volunteers were able to collect 107 bags of 
trash along Grand Avenue and assist with getting 
tires, a dishwasher and box spring that were 
dumped on the side of the road removed.  
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Local District #1 Events 

 
 

Warm Springs Community Open House 
 

On Monday, February 8
th
 residents of Warm Springs attended an Open House at the Lake  

Elsinore Outlet Center to see what projects were in process and going to planning commission 
within the MAC boundaries. Masks were donned, personal space was encouraged and there 
was lots of hand sanitizer to go around. The different projects brought maps and diagrams to 
show residents what the design plans are for their projects. County agencies such as Code  

Enforcement, the Sheriff’s Department, the Executive Office, Transportation Land Management 
Agency and CSA were also in attendance to answer questions and gather feedback from the 

community. The Executive Office is working on the Unincorporated Communities Initiative, 
which was brought to the Board by Supervisor Jeffries, please contact our office if you reside in 

an unincorporated community and want to provide your input. 
 

Those with projects in Warm Springs that were in attendance are as follows: 
CUP 200043 Karaki-Western States, applicant 
CUP 200006 Karaki-Western States, applicant 

PAR 200003 Empire Design Group, Inc., applicant 
CUP 190006 America’s Tire Co. (Under construction soon)  
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First District Profile 

 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  

Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  
including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  

Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  

La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non-Profit Spotlight 
  

Independence at Home 
 

Independence at Home (IAH) provides older adults ages 55+ and their family caregivers with 
an array of no cost programs in Riverside County. Some of the services include therapy, case 

management, friendly caller program, medication safety program, community education,  
technology support and volunteer opportunities. 

  
IAH also helps support community-based agencies and programs that provide direct services 

to older adults and their caregivers. In 2020, SCAN's Community Giving program awarded 
more than $280,000 in grants to Inland Empire nonprofits providing critical services and  

supports to older adults and family caregivers. Funded projects targeted critical needs like 
food, social isolation and emergency financial assistance.  

  
IAH can also assist Riverside County residents in connecting and providing referrals to older 

adults and their caregivers to the help they need. Whether it is help finding the right community 
resource, in-home assistance, government programs, caregiver support, or mental health  
support, one call can help connect persons to local programs and resources. Services are  
offered in English and Spanish. There is no need for the participant to be part of the SCAN 
Health Plan to qualify for IAH services and there are no minimum income requirements to  

qualify for services. All services are available in English and Spanish.    
  

               

                        Contact: 
                    855-587-7226 
  communityoutreach@scanhealthplan.com 
        https://independenceathome.org/ 
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County launches survey to hear from residents living in unincorporated  
areas on needed services, programs 

 

The County of Riverside launched a survey to hear from residents living in unincorporated  
areas about the services and programs that are most in need. The unincorporated communities 
initiative recognizes that building strong community wellbeing requires critical services and  
infrastructure.  
 

The survey will be online until March 31 and is also available in Spanish. The results will focus 
on underserved areas to prioritize projects and services for future budget cycles, starting with 
the next fiscal year budget that begins on July 1.  
 

“Some of our most underserved communities are those areas that fall within the jurisdiction of 
the county for their most basic of services,” said Supervisor Kevin Jeffries, First District. “We 
have an opportunity to make changes that can greatly impact the daily lives of our residents. It’s 
our duty to hear from them about what the greatest needs truly are and prioritize those projects 
for funding.” 
 

An unincorporated area is a geographic community that is not within the jurisdictional  
boundaries of a city, and as a result, is governed at the county level. 
 

The types of services and needs that will be prioritized will be those that improve quality of life 
for residents and could range from improved utilities and roads to social services and public 
protection. 
 

For more information and to take the online survey, visit:  
https://rivco.org/community/unincorporated-communities-initiative  
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Court Now Accepting Civil Grand Juror Applications 

The Riverside County Superior Court is now accepting applications from qualified citizens      
interested in being nominated to serve as civil grand jurors for the time period July 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2022.  A daily stipend, plus mileage is paid. 

Duties include, but are not limited to, investigating the operations of county government,        
researching matters of civic concern, and inquiring into public offenses. 

For more information about the Grand Jury and to access the application, please visit:      
https://www.riverside.courts.ca.gov/Divisions/GrandJury/grand-jury.php  
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