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Concrete Priori es?  Recently I aƩended a workshop on prioriƟes for public infrastructure  
projects that serve the residents of Riverside County. 
 
In our county we have a couple of JPAs (Joint Power AuthoriƟes) that charge fees to every new  
development (homes, apartments, retail, office, industrial, warehouses, etc) in order to build or 
expand our local or regional public infrastructure. 
 
During a recent JPA meeƟng I offered a suggesƟon that an evaluaƟon be undertaken to determine  
if the infrastructure construcƟon (and fees collected) by two separate agencies should be  
consolidated under one roof ‐ thereby possibly avoiding wasteful duplicaƟon of overhead, planning 
and management costs. 
 
The resulƟng discussion sƟrred a healthy debate amongst various elected officials as to the value 
and need to look for new cost saving efficiencies in certain government programs. In the end, the 
willingness to at least take a look overcame the desire to maintain the status quo without quesƟon. 
 
The debate was heathy and revealing about the percepƟons and aƫtudes of various elected  
officials in the region to engage in what should be a constant effort to look for efficient ways to  
operate our government. 
 
Budget Priori es?  The county's mid‐year budget review will take place Tuesday, February 7th, and 
the news (financial picture) for our growing but struggling county looks a liƩle bleak. The county has 
been deficit spending at a rate of roughly $1.1 million per week. As always, county BOS meeƟngs 
(and most other county commissions) are available to watch live online, or to be viewed later on the 
county website   (hƩp://riversidecountyca.iqm2.com/CiƟzens/Default.aspx)    Stay tuned! 
 
Growing & Selling? With the voters of California having kicked off legalizing recreaƟonal  
Marijuana (mostly begins January 2018) it’s now up to each city and all 58 counƟes to decide how 
they want to proceed regarding the growing, processing, and sales of marijuana via land use  
regulaƟons (possession of limited amounts for personal use is already now legal state‐wide). The 
Board of Supervisors will likely hold a workshop on March 14th to consider the future direcƟon for 
unincorporated (non‐city) communiƟes.  
 
New Taxes & Fees?  With the State having previously cut transportaƟon revenues to ciƟes and 
counƟes, combined with the conƟnuing deterioraƟon of our local streets and freeways, the State 
(Governor) is now looking to find new revenues. So far, the early proposal is to raise your vehicle 
registraƟon fee by $65 per vehicle (including electric) and to raise the gas tax by 42 percent. Our 
State Legislature will likely decide these new revenues (taxes and fees) someƟme this summer. 

 
As always – I welcome your comments or suggesƟons to improve our county operaƟons, and yes – I 
do read just about every email that is sent to me! (But if it’s really nasty/vulgar my staff will round 
file it). 
 
Respecƞully, 
Kevin Jeffries 
First District Supervisor 
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Each	month	this	column	highlights	recent		
successes	in	Supervisor	Jeffries’	Ofϔice,	whether	it		
is	assistance	for	a	single	citizen	dealing	with	the	
county	bureaucracy,	a	change	in	county	policy	to	
improve	our	community,	or	a	promise	kept	by	the	

Supervisor.		

Supervisor Success Stories 

Local Marijuana Cultivation Greenhouse Removed 
 
Recently a local property owner in the Good Hope area on a routine check of their property discovered that a 
greenhouse had been erected and that marijuana was being grown on the property without their consent. After 
reaching out to local authorities, the property owner was able to get the grow removed from their property. 
Over 500+ plants were removed by the Riverside County Sheriff Department in conjunction with other local 
county agencies. 
 
A reminder to those who own large parcels of property in the district to be vigilant in monitoring your  
property and ensuring that it is not being used for alternative uses (marijuana, illegal dumping, homeless etc.) 

Local Resident Inadvertently Billed Twice 
 
A local homeowner was recently sent a supplemental tax bill by our county tax collector’s office. After  
attempting to resolve the issue himself, the reached out to our office for assistance. After some research staff 
was able to determine that the error was an incorrect assessment which needed to be corrected. Our County 
Assessor’s office quickly resolved the issue and rescinded the invoice. 
 
Please note that errors can and will be made, be sure to check your local tax bills to ensure they are correct.  
If you have any questions please refer to your tax bill for the appropriate department to reach out to for  
assistance and clarification. 
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County Boards and Commissions Appointee Profile 

Page 3 Jeffries Journal 

Each month, the Jeffries Journal highlights some of the Supervisor’s nearly 100 appointees on Boards and 
Commissions in the county, to provide an insight into the kind of service opportunities that exist, and the 

people who have chosen to serve. 

	
Maha	Harb	

Good	Hope	/	Meadowbrook		
MAC	Board	

 
What does your board do? 
 
The Good Hope/ Meadowbrook Municipal Advisory Council 
(MAC) assists the community in various ways. We help the  
community in facilitating communication between the public and 
officials who serve the community. In addition, we update the 
public of events and activities that help serve them. The board 
meets every other month on the first Thursday at Moses-Schaffer 
Community Center located at 21565 Steel Peak Drive in Perris.  
 
Riverside County Public Safety officials from the Sheriff’s     
Department, Fire Department, and Code Enforcement  
always attend to update the community with information and  
answer any questions or concerns from the public. In addition, activities occurring at Moses-Schaffer  
Community Center are announced so that the community is informed and encouraged to participate in activities  
for children, seniors, and the public in general. Furthermore, legislative and Supervisor Kevin Jeffries’ 
representatives are always present to update the community of what laws are discussed, passed and any retail 
developments in the area. The board’s main duty is to serve everyone in the community by addressing their    
concerns and helping to direct them to the right officials and/or departments. Our board also informs and  
encourages the community to participate in activities and events that offer health and social services. 

 
 
What interested you in serving on the board? 
 
My family has resided and been in business in the Good Hope area since 1984. Over the years our relationship 
with the community has strengthened, leading to a rich feeling of respect and unity towards each other. Therefore, 
I have a strong sense of belonging to this community and the people who live in it. I feel it is my obligation to 
give back to the community which provided me and my family so much throughout the years by serving on the 
Good Hope/ Meadowbrook Municipal Council. Furthermore, as an educator I believe in playing a significant role 
in assisting in sharing ideas, communicating and working together to develop our community for the good of  
everyone. I am deeply appreciative for the many treasures in our community. It is important to respect and        
encourage every member in our community by cooperating together to help develop future leaders from within 
our community. In closing, it is my duty as a board member to serve our Good Hope and Meadowbrook residents 
by leading future progress for our community. 

 

Maha Harb with her husband Mohamed 
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County of Riverside Receives Award 
 
Representing the County of Riverside, Supervisor Kevin Jeffries recently attended the State of the City for  
Riverside and received the “Hero” Award from the City of Riverside and the Greater Riverside Chambers  
of Commerce for helping to relocate the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and 400 jobs to Riverside  
from Los Angeles. 

 
 
 
 
 

Local Community Events in District #1 
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 Local Community Events in District #1 

 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries along with Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez recently attended the City of Canyon 
Lake’s Chamber of Commerce swearing in ceremony for its new 2017 Chamber Board members. A great time 
was had by all in attendance. 

 

 

Recently the Press-Enterprise (www.pe.com) ran a full page article on the great things happening at our 
Moses-Schaffer Community Center in Good Hope (unincorporated section of Perris).  As of January 
3rd, 2017 the Grove Community Church has   
taken over day-to-day operations of the center, 
bringing new medical, physical education and    
senior classes as well as food commodities to the 
local community. 

To see the story, head over to www.pe.com and 
search for “Good Hope Community Center” 

If you have questions about classes or upcoming 
events at the center please call (951) 943-9126 to 
speak with center staff. 
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First District Profile 
 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  
Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  

including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  
Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non Profit Spotlight 

Riverside African American Historical Society 
Eleanor Jean Grier Leadership Academy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Eleanor Jean Grier Leadership Academy (EJGLA) was established in 2005 through a partnership between 
the Riverside African-American Historical Society and The Group. This partnership was created to address 
the need for more diverse representation of women, people of color, and low-income individuals who aspired 
to have positions in leadership. 
 
In 2006, the James Irvine Foundation awarded a 3-year grant of $90,000.00 to the Riverside African-American 
Historical Society, the partnership’s Fiscal Officer.  Since the initial funding, the partnership has received  
funding from both public and private sources.  Approximately 135 adults have graduated from the program 
and many of these individuals have gone on to serve on city and state boards and commissions.  Two  
graduates have run for public office.  Others have benefitted from the experience through promotions at work 
or starting their own businesses.  Graduates have joined the Riverside African-American Historical Society’s 
Board of Directors and serve as officers and committee member for The Group.   
 
For more information, visit their website at http://raahsinc.org/about-us/leadership-academy/ or call them at 
(951) 687-4292.   
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