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Given our county budget situation, when every dime counts - you should probably start counting 
them. As I have mentioned before,  the annual budget for the County of Riverside is around $5.3 
billion. A significant amount of the $5.3 billion is spent for state and/or federally funded, social  
service related programs. When I mention the following penny-pinching spending issues, you may 
not see it as such a big deal in the big budget picture, but I honestly suspect that if I was spending (or 
losing) money that came directly from your personal bank account,  you might raise an eyebrow.  
 
Property #1:  The Board was asked to approve funding for an additional 59 parking stalls at an  
existing county facility.  The successful contractor estimated that actual construction costs would  
be $166,000.  The County’s cost for design, management, consultants and contingencies added an  
additional $117,000, almost as much as the actual cost to physically add parking stalls.  
 

Property #2:  The County has a surplus property with an old building that it decided to sell to  
another government entity for a total of $190,000. However, the county costs to process the sale, 
maintain it until sold and survey it, plus escrow and appraisal, will all eat up over $50,000 of the sale 
proceeds.  
 

Property #3:  The Board was asked to approve construction of a new 500-foot long sidewalk near a 
school site. The successful contractor estimated actual construction costs would be roughly 
$188,000.  However when the costs for the surveys, environmental review, design, right-of-way, 
engineering and inspections, the $188,000 construction project quickly reached a projected 
$430,000. 
 

In all of the above cases the departments were working within standard government project       
procedures (at least in California).  All the significant extra costs are not seen as anything unusual 
when working within government.  It’s only when you compare it to private sector projects that  
you really see how our hard earned tax dollars are spent so inefficiently.  What really hurts our 
pocketbooks isn’t even the cases mentioned above.  If you spent just a few minutes looking at all the 
claims and lawsuits (successful or not) against the County of Riverside, you would come unhinged 
over the tens of millions of our tax dollars that are drained away each year from actual services to 
our communities.     

In 2015/16 claims paid for Worker’s Compensation reached $18 million. 
In 2015/16 claims paid for Generally Liability reached $44 million. 
In 2015/16 claims paid for Medical Malpractice reached $747,000.  
 

Fortunately (or unfortunately) we write big checks to an excess insurance carrier that covers a   
portion (but definitely not all) of the large lawsuits that we county taxpayers would end up paying 
for – but in the end we are all paying for it with higher premiums.  
 
In closing, I want the taxpayers of the First District to know that my staff and I are always asking, 
probing, digging and sometimes irritating our county government to be more respectful of all      
taxpayer funds.                                                                  

Respectfully,  Kevin Jeffries   
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Each month, the Jeffries Journal highlights some of the Supervisor’s nearly 100 appointees on Boards and 
Commissions in the county, to provide an insight into the kind of service opportunities that exist, and the 

people who have chosen to serve. 
  

	
Shade	Awad,	Vice‐Chair	

Mead	Valley	Municipal	Advisory	Council	(MAC)	
 
 
 
What does your board do? 
 
Our board listens to the community's voice, and relays the  
information received to Supervisor Kevin Jeffries. We also assist  
with local events such as the annual Trick or Trunk event coming up, 
Breakfast with Santa, and other holiday events. Most importantly,  
we are able to voice our opinion on new development projects and 
businesses which are looking to come to Mead Valley, which will 
help benefit our community. 
 
 
 
 
What interested you in serving on the board? 
 
It’s a personal obligation that was instilled in me from my parents. Volunteering is a great way to show 
my appreciation for the community which I work in on a daily basis.  "The value of a man resides in 
what he gives and not in what he is capable of receiving."  Albert Einstein   
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Supervisor Success Stories 
Each	month	this	column	highlights	recent		

successes	in	Supervisor	Jeffries’	Ofϔice,	whether	it		
is	assistance	for	a	single	citizen	dealing	with	the	
county	bureaucracy,	a	change	in	county	policy	to	
improve	our	community,	or	a	promise	kept	by	the	

Supervisor.		

Local Business Finds The Finish Line 
 
Golden Office Trailer, a local business, was founded 
in Lakeland Village in the early 1970s.  Back then the 
business was permitted by right and always made sure 
their employees and customers were taken care of and 
were always proactive to secure building permits  
whenever anything was added to their operation.  Then 
in 2010, a complaint to Code Enforcement led to an  
obscure discovery in County Ordinance 348 which  
required businesses permitted by right to secure an  
entitlement after 30 years.   
 
So, Golden Office sent their General Manager to the Riverside County Planning Department to secure an  
entitlement.  After several years, multiple application submittals and more than $10,000.00 in fees, Golden Office 
had become frustrated with the process…or lack thereof.  They then contacted the Supervisor’s office and within a 
matter of weeks, their request was scheduled for a hearing before the Planning Director and was approved.   
 
Golden Office Trailer is a medium-sized, family owned business which has been a consistent mainstay in the  
community of Lakeland Village for more than 40 years and with their approval this month they can now rest easy 
knowing that the company and employees are safe. 
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 Local Community Events in District #1 

 Moses-Schaffer Community Center 
gets new paint! 
 
On Columbus Day weekend over 15+ volunteers 
showed up to assist our office and center staff with  
re-painting the interior of the Good Hope Community 
Center. Much of the paint, supplies and even a pizza 
lunch was donated to those who showed up to give the 
center a much needed facelift. 
 
Not everything was completed even after two days of 
work, but both staff and volunteers vow to complete 
the remaining portion in time for the upcoming holiday 
events scheduled at the center for the community. 
 
Big thanks for our center director, Stephanie Morales 
for her assistance and to Giovanny Aguilar and the  
members of Agape Church who were the contributing 
force in making this project a reality. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering for one of our  
upcoming holiday events, please reach out to Stephanie 
at the center for details on times/dates.  
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First District Profile 
 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  
Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  

including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  
Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non Profit Spotlight 

Woman Wonder Writers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Women Wonder Writers™ (WWW) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, which implements cultural 
arts and mentoring programs for youth.  WWW is dedicated to supporting juvenile justice and education 
systems with creative alternatives to suspension, expulsion and incarceration.  By connecting our youth 
with opportunities, resources, professionals, mentors, educators and leaders in the community, WWW 
believes that no matter one's past or hardships, resilience is possible.  
 
The mission of WWW is to break the cycle of victimization and recidivism through mentorship and  
creative life skills programs for youth and their families.  WWW strives to strengthen youth, their  
families and the community it serves by empowering youth to be educated, empathetic and expressive,   
cultivating awareness and advocacy towards social injustices, decreasing student dropout rates thus  
lowering crime rate, building tolerance & empathy, and working with victims to stop the cycle of  
victimization & recidivism. 
 
For more information go to www.womenwonderwriters.com  
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