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While Rome is burning, the most heated debate inside the Board Room a few weeks ago was 
not about the $40 million (& growing) hole in our county budget, or the uptick in crimes in 
many communities, but instead it was an agenda item that proposed to direct a private  
restaurant operator to change the food menu at the County Administrative Center (CAC) in 
downtown Riverside. 
 
In fairness to my colleagues, I was the only one that thought it was a questionable topic, and I 
pulled it from the agenda, so I guess I bear some of the responsibility for that debate. But in an 
era of creeping government involvement, and nanny-like dictates from “those who know  
better” about what we should eat, drink, and drive, I’m uncomfortable with anything that 
brings the finger-wagging hand of government further into our personal lives. 
  
If you’ve not been in the CAC, there is a somewhat small, privately run restaurant in the main 
lobby known as The Atrium.  They have a decent variety of food, with daily rotating specials, 
and is staffed by private sector employees who spend the day dealing with hungry county  
employees and citizens who always seem to be in a hurry.  
  
The main purpose of the agenda item was to extend their contract, change the menu board, 
add a new point of sale (POS) system that would allow for tracking, and direct the business 
owner to make some changes to his menu choices.  For me the POS “tracking” and the  
directive to change the menu raised some serious red flags. 
  
Now I’m the first to admit that my idea of a healthy meal (Italian pasta) would not make the 
politically correct healthy list, however when government directs a private business to  
change its menu to include certain government approved food groups and ingredients  
– it really smacks of Big Brother.   The other initially harmless sounding item - the “POS  
system” indicated it would “interact with County employee database for Healthy Dining  
options and tracking points.” 
  
As for the menu change, if customers were actually asking for more healthy items, any smart  
restaurant owner who thought they could make more money selling healthy items, would  
already be offering them!  Sure, everyone always tells the survey taker (especially a survey 
being circulated to county employees by the county HR department) that they want to eat 
healthier, but when presented with the choice between tasteless cardboard or a bacon  
cheeseburger, many choose the cheeseburger!  And that should be our right (even if it’s 
wrong).  Forcing a restaurant owner to clear shelf and refrigerator space and feature more 
government-selected choices will actually result in fewer choices for the customers that  
actually want food that tastes good, and will also likely result in more unsold government-
selected food being thrown out.  
  

Continued on page 2…..        
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The second item (POS system) is what really got me going.  The last thing Riverside County employees need is some 
Orwellian, Big Brother (or Big Mommy?) boss looking over their shoulder to see whether they are eating healthy 
enough, by linking (read: use county ID cards to order and track) their cafeteria purchases to their HR profile!   
  
In the discussion, everyone assured me that they never had any intention of actually tracking employee meals, and it 
was agreed to pull that portion out of the new contract, but the healthy ingredients requirement stayed in place on a 
4-1 vote.  In closing, as opposed and uncomfortable as I am with government telling a private restaurant what to sell, 
this business is indeed operating rent free in a county owned building (so that it can afford to stay open). So does that 
give government officials the right to dictate what will be on the menu?  
  
Respectfully, 
  
Kevin  
  
PS:  Here is a link to the Agenda Item: 
http://rivcocob.org/agenda/2016/02_09_16_files/03-05.pdf 
  
And here is a link to a video of the discussion (click on Item 3-5 or drag time to 42:50 of the video):  http://
riversidecountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.aspx?Mode=Video&MeetingID=1436&Format=Agenda 
  

District #1 Seniors Enjoy Mardi Gras and The Price Is Right!! 
 
Recently several of our District #1 seniors were able to enjoy a trip to “The Price Is Right” in  
Burbank. It was a great event and everyone is anxious to go back soon. Big thanks to our Parks  
Department Staff who made the trip possible. 
 
Also, Mardi Gras was celebrated at the Mead Valley Community Center recently. Food, music, dancing and   
a great time was had by everyone. We even snuck in a little Happy Birthday song for Gloria Hernandez too! 
 

 

 

 

http://rivcocob.org/agenda/2016/02_09_16_files/03-05.pdf
http://riversidecountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.aspx?Mode=Video&MeetingID=1436&Format=Agenda
http://riversidecountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.aspx?Mode=Video&MeetingID=1436&Format=Agenda
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Each month, the Jeffries Journal will highlight one of the Supervisor’s nearly 100 appointees on Boards 
and Commissions in the county, to provide an insight into the kind of service opportunities that exist, and 
the people who have chosen to serve. 

 

 
  

Temescal Valley  
Municipal Advisory Council 

Robert Hafner, Vice-Chair 

 
 
 

What does your Council do? 
 
Ensures that the residence and businesses of 
Temescal Valley’s voice is heard when it comes  
to new development, improvements on existing  
development, and the needs for infrastructure. 
 
 

 
What interested you in serving on the Council? 
 
Two Things: 
 
1. The people that live and work in the Temescal Valley along with the desire to make sure we 

have a wonderful quality of life. 
2. That when given the appropriate venue (Commission) and location (Temescal Valley) and    

when following the rules (laws) given by our governing bodies (the county), you truly have a 
“say so” in our outcomes along with impacting our destiny of where we live and work. 
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Supervisor Success Stories 
Each month this column will highlight recent  

successes in Supervisor Jeffries’ Office, whether it  
is assistance for a single citizen dealing with the 
county bureaucracy, a change in county policy to 
improve our community, or a promise kept by the 

Supervisor.  

Lakeland Village Residents turn out for Community Center opening…..  
 
On February 24th, residents joined Supervisor Kevin Jeffries at the “soft opening” of the Lakeland 
Village Community Center.  The local Community Advisory Council also held their meeting there 
the same night and residents were able to hear updates from county departments as well as the 
City of Lake Elsinore.  For more information on dates and times of future community meetings be 
sure to visit our website, www.supervisorjeffries.com. 
 
 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries cuts the ribbon with local community leaders and 

residents as well as Parks Department staff.  

Tax Assessment Corrected for Closed Business…. 
 

Recently, a former small business owner received an assessment for his business which had 
been closed for a few years now. Bewildered by this assessment the former owner contacted our 
office for assistance on correcting this oversight. Staff was able to make contact with our County 
Assessor’s office, who after some research was able to determine that the business had indeed 
been closed for some time. They were also able to explain to the owner the process for filing the 
needed paperwork and that once completed, all assessments would be cleared from the system. 
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First District Profile 

 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 

represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  
District on the Riverside County Board of  

Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  

Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  
including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  

Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  

La Cresta, Tenaja, and DeLuz 

Non Profit Spotlight 

Spanish Town Heritage Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish Town Heritage Foundation champions Hispanic legacy by sharing stories of the  
Inland Empire’s first settlers by creating cultural learning opportunities, leading community 
efforts to restore and revitalize La Placita de Los Trujillo’s, a place of history, learning,  
entertainment, and the arts. 
 
The ultimate vision of Spanish Town Heritage Foundation is to restore the Spanish Town 
area and adobe in Riverside, similar to San Diego’s Old Town and Los Angeles’ Olvera Street. 
The Tamale Festival is an annual cultural event held by the Spanish Town Heritage  
Foundation, with the goal of providing education and outreach about the Trujillo adobe and 
the Spanish Town area.  
 
The Tamale Festival will be held this year on April 16th from 11 a.m.- 6 p.m. at White Park, 
3885 Market Street, Riverside. 
 
For more information about the event, go to:   http://riversidetamalefestival.weebly.com 
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