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Vaccine Reservations 101.  In what could only be described by some as the worst  
roller coaster ride they've ever taken, the nearly month-long rollout of signing  
people up to obtain their vaccine shots has shown the public the ugly underbelly of 
government being ill-prepared for such a massive effort. The Riverside  
County portion of the online registration system initially crashed and burned before 
residents could even be handed off to the State-run reservation system. Then when 
County Public Health and IT leaders responded to the crisis and re-worked its  
portion of the online system, it worked so well that the State reservation system 
crashed and burned (but it still made the County look bad). This recap doesn't even 
cover the more serious problem of a massive shortage of vaccine supplies across the 
state and nation, as we continue to have only a fraction of the vaccine to meet our 
demand.  For today, we can talk about what we CAN fix across the County and our 
state. Which leads to the new direction recently announced and being implemented. 
First, having mostly succeeded in getting front line health care workers vaccinated, 
the County has now narrowed its focus to getting the vaccine to the population with 
the highest risk—our growing senior population, starting with 85 and up age group. 
That roll-out last Thursday was the first time the overall reservation system did 
NOT crash, and the online and phone reservations went pretty darn well (only a few 
bumps). The County will soon be looking to expand the next round to a lower age 
group, likely 80 and up, all while the private vaccination sites continue to fine tune 
their operations on their own patient bases, along with an effort to ramp up direct 
contact by those providers who gave the 1st vaccination to those individuals who 
need their 2nd vaccination. Does this county-wide operation still have bumps? You 
bet! But overall, we seem to be learning from our mistakes, and its going much bet-
ter, even though everyone is still worried about the overall vaccine supply.   
 
Plot Twist! Now that we’ve straightened out many of our early issues, and are 
evaluating a new registration system to replace the buggy State Cal-Vax system, the 
State is handing over the management of the statewide vaccination effort to two 
very large private providers, Blue Shield and Kaiser. At the time of this writing it 
was very unclear exactly how that was going to play out in our County. Will Blue 
Shield and Kaiser (and their affiliated networks) handle everyone in the private 
health care sector? Will all the local private hospitals, pharmacies, and clinics con-
tinue going forward?  Will the county-run clinics/sites be assigned to simply work 
with Medi-Cal members, county employees, and/or the indigent?  Lots of questions 
remain, and as per usual in this now year-long effort, answers from above are slow 
to come. In the meantime, the County will continue to work with all the other pri-
vate hospitals, clinics and pharmacies to make sure the vaccine roll-out continues.   
 
Trash & Taggers. The efforts by some to bring down our communities with their  
tagging and trash dumping has always been a problem and it certainly has not 
stopped because of COVID.  For those of you who reside in the non-city 
(unincorporated) communities in the First District, the County has an aggressive  
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clean-up effort available for illegal roadside dumping and/or graffiti abatement. The trick is.... someone 
must report it to the County first! If you live in an unincorporated community and have a problem area - 
PLEASE give our office a call and report it at 951-955-1010, or email District1@RivCo.org  
 
Tractor-Trailer Trucks. The professional drivers of those big trucks need to make a living like the rest 
of us, but as more and more of us are ordering online (which as we all know hurts the brick and mortar 
stores), some of those truck drivers are "finding" new travel routes to avoid the freeway gridlock, and 
some of those routes are on streets that were never intended to handle the traffic or weight of those big 
trucks. I’ve taken a hard line on the proposed mega-warehouses along the 215 freeway the latest  
approved over my objection will be 2,022,364 square feet, because we do NOT have the freeway  
capacity needed.  If they did, they wouldn’t be cutting through neighborhood streets. We have been  
successful in limiting truck traffic on a few small residential streets, but state law doesn’t easily allow us 
to keep them off roads like Van Buren Blvd. and Cajalco. We have been working on a better truck en-
forcement program, and this past week, our local CHP has started rolling out a strong enforcement pro-
gram to keep the big trucks off our restricted neighborhood streets, and making sure they are safe and 
legal.  
 
As always - your comments and suggestions are welcome. 

 

Respectfully, 

Kevin Jeffries 

 
 
 
 

 

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient of IHSS Services—One (1) opening 

 

Woodcrest Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Two (2) alternate openings 

 

First 5 Advisory Committee- One (1) opening 
 

 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better 
place feel free to apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commis-

mailto:District1@RivCo.org
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Local District #1 Events 

Cajalco Road Safety Improvements 
Completed!! 
 
The long awaited Cajalco Road safety  
improvements project has finally come to  
completion.  
 
Residents and business owners alike have   
expressed their gratitude and happiness for the 
work which took over a year to complete.  
 
With a new traffic signal at Day Street and   
Cajalco Road, which will enable school traffic 
to   safely access points south of Cajalco and     
widening of the Clark Street and Cajalco  
intersection, “downtown” Mead Valley has truly 
changed. 
 
Several other items such as new RTA Bus 
Stops, guardrails, sidewalks and more were 
included in the project.  
 
Big thank you to our Transportation Team for 
seeing this one through for our community, it’s 
been a long time coming! 
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First District Profile 

 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  

Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  
including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  

Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  

La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 

Non-Profit Spotlight 
  

Riverside Educational Enrichment Foundation 
 

Riverside Educational Enrichment Foundation (REEF) is a 501(c)(3) California nonprofit public benefit corporation 
formed in 1993 to benefit the over 43,000 students in Riverside Unified School District (RUSD). Uniting the  
community to raise funds from public and private grants, as well as individual and corporate donors, they are 
able to fund teacher grants in science, language arts, math, social studies, physical education and the visual and 
performing arts. Their all-volunteer board is composed of community leaders, parents, business associates, and 
educators. 
 

Since REEF's inception, REEF has granted over $2.1 million dollars to RUSD in teaching grants, enhancing the  
educational experience of students from elementary school through high school. REEF's role has also expanded 
to involve other types of grants and scholarships. 
 

Teaching Enrichment Grants: REEF awards Bonnie G. Polis Teaching Enrichment Grants, named in honor of one 
of the visionary founding members, on an annual basis. REEF's grants to RUSD teachers are selected from among 
those grant applications that demonstrate an aim to fulfill their mission and enrich the educational experience 
of RUSD students. 
 
Earthwatch Fellowships: A combination of designated funds from private donors and REEF funds makes it  
possible for them to send RUSD teachers all over the globe on scientific expeditions, returning to share the  
experience with their students. 
 

Student Scholarships: REEF reviews applications and selects scholarship winners each year from those RUSD  
students who meet the requirements for scholarships funded by gifts from private donors. 

 

For more information, please their website:  https://www.reef4rusd.org/  
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Court Now Accepting Civil Grand Juror Applications 

The Riverside County Superior Court is now accepting applications from qualified citizens      
interested in being nominated to serve as civil grand jurors for the time period July 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2022.  A daily stipend, plus mileage is paid. 

Duties include, but are not limited to, investigating the operations of county government, re-
searching matters of civic concern, and inquiring into public offenses. 

For more information about the Grand Jury and to access the application, please visit: https://
www.riverside.courts.ca.gov/Divisions/GrandJury/grand-jury.php  
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Riverside County 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Michele Martinez-Barrera, martineb@asrclkrec.com  
 

How Changes to California’s Property Tax System        

Could Affect Reassessments  

Changes are coming to Prop. 13, California’s paramount property tax limitation measure that caps taxa-

ble property value increases, and homeowners who are over the age of 55, disabled, or victims of a nat-

ural disaster stand to benefit the most. Transfers between family members will also be affected.  

On Nov. 3, 2020, California voters approved Prop. 19, the Home Protection for Seniors, Severely Disa-

bled, Families and Victims of Wildfire or Natural Disasters Act. Prop. 19 is a constitutional amendment to 

Prop. 13 that expands the portability of a property owner’s tax base and limits benefits for individuals 

who inherit property from their parents or grandparents. 

“Prop. 19 introduces some very big changes to the California property tax system, and we are working 

diligently to implement these changes quickly,” said Peter Aldana, Riverside County Assessor-County 

Clerk-Recorder. “There are still a lot of questions related to the language of this amendment, and my 

fellow assessors and I expect these to be ironed out by the Board of Equalization and state Legislature in 

the coming months. For now, we’re working to provide the public with the best information we have.” 

Under current law, children and grandchildren may inherit their parents’ or grandparents’ property tax 

assessment. This applies to a primary residence of any value and up to $1 million in additional property. 

Beginning Feb. 16, 2021, the individual inheriting a primary residence from their parents or grandpar-

ents will have to occupy the property to receive their parents’ or grandparents’ assessed value, and such 

transfers will be subject to limitations. The exclusion for additional property will be eliminated.  

Beginning April 1, 2021, homeowners who are over the age of 55, disabled, or victims of a wildfire or 

natural disaster will be able to transfer the assessed value of their primary home to a newly purchased 

or newly constructed replacement anywhere in the state up to three times. Current law allows only one 

such transfer and limits it to replacements within the same county or to a participating county. 

The hallmark provisions of Prop. 13 that limit rising taxable property values remains unchanged. Proper-

ty owners that remain in their home and are currently protected by Prop. 13 will remain unaffected. 

Changes introduced by Prop. 19 will, however, affect how certain homeowners decide to transfer their 

Prop. 13 protections, either to a new property or by transferring them to a child or grandchild. 

Taxpayers can seek more information related to Prop. 19 on the Riverside County Assessor-County Clerk

-Recorder’s website: www.asrclkrec.com.  

“Prop. 19 may affect retirement plans and family estate planning,” Aldana said. “Although my staff and I 

stand ready to provide the best information to the public as possible, we encourage taxpayers to seek 

advice from legal and financial professionals with questions related to their specific plans.”  

mailto:martineb@asrclkrec.com
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