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Kevin’s Corner – Holiday Edition 

Decision Time! It seems like just yesterday, but in February 2021 your Board of 
Supervisors unanimously appointed Jeff Van Wagenen to become the new  
County Chief Executive Officer of one of the fastest growing counties in        
California (4th largest by population in California and 10th largest in the USA) 
with over 23,000 employees and 40+ county departments serving nearly 2.5   
million residents.  Fast forward and his three-year contract is already coming up 
and the Board will soon begin new contract negotiations. Generally, I’d say good 
economic fortune has followed Jeff as our CEO (except for that dark period of 
COVID). Recruiting for highly trained or specialized positions has proven      
difficult for nearly all organizations, and Riverside County is no different. One of 
Van Wagenen’s “faults” is that he is a true data nerd. He has charts and graphs 
for every department that tells him hirings, firings, resignations, budgets –      
everything! With all the growth-related pressures bearing down heavily on    
county services, tightening budgets and critical labor negotiations around the  
corner – he will be earning his pay if a deal is reached.   

Quick Community Updates…. A number of community improvements are   
underway or soon will be: 

Mead Valley: Sidewalks are being installed to connect our schools, library, and 
community center and, streetlights are being installed on some of our busiest 
roads in this growing but rural community to help. We’ve also funded the paving 
of a couple dirt connector roads, and you should see some new covered bus    
shelters installed shortly. A new fire “patrol” vehicle is on order for the local fire 
station, and a multi-agency task force will soon be assembling to help tackle the 
homeless camps and needed services. The Mead Valley community center will 
also be hosting a Breakfast with Santa on Saturday December 9th starting at 9am. 

Good Hope / Meadowbrook: Vacant land next to the community center and park 
has been acquired which will someday allow the park to double in size.         
Sidewalks between the school and community center are on the way, as well as a 
4-way stop at Steele Peak and Palm to improve pedestrian safety, as well paving 
a few more dirt roads to improve connectivity and reduce road dust. The Good 
Hope Breakfast with Santa will be Saturday, December 16th from 9am-1pm. 

Highgrove: Improvements are in the works for the community center (replacing 
the very old HVAC system) and on Center Street, where re-paving and            
pedestrian/bike safety improvements will be installed, and a new sidewalk will 
soon be constructed on Michigan Ave near the school, library, and community 
center. A new multi-agency task force is also being mobilized to work on     
homeless camps and other needed services.  

Lakeland Village: The community center will be hosting a “Jingle Bell Rock” 
event and Christmas tree Lighting ceremony on Friday December 8th from          
3-6pm, and the groundbreaking ceremony for the new sports park above the     
community center will happen on Saturday December 9th at 10am. 

                     (Continued on Page 2) 
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Riverside City: Riverside City has so many community events occurring, may I suggest visiting the “The 
Raincross Gazette” calendar page at https://www.raincrossgazette.com/calendar/#/  

Perris City: With Christmas around the corner, the big attraction is of course the Polar Express Train 
Ride at the Railway Museum. Unlike the other events highlighted above, this one does require tickets to 
be purchased, but you can get the details here: https://socalthepolarexpressride.com/  

As always – you are welcome to email (or call) our office with suggestions to improve county services, 
or if needed, to vent your frustrations with county services (or the lack thereof). I read nearly every reply 
– and respond to many. Please enjoy your Christmas and New Year holidays. 

 
Respectfully,  
Kevin Jeffries 
 

Riverside County Flash Vote! 

Do you have one minute a month to help make Riverside County better? The County of Riverside is 
working with FlashVote to gather valuable input from residents to inform decisions on programs,       
policies and budget. The sign-up process takes less than one minute and the individual information     
collected by FlashVote is never shared with the County, nor anyone else. When residents sign up, they 
can determine if they want to receive the surveys by email, text or phone. Residents will receive a       
notification whenever there is a new survey, and they will have 48 hours to participate before voting 
closes. Once a survey is closed, everyone who participated will automatically receive a summary of the 
overall results and be able to see how their responses compare to the group. Results are anonymous. The 
county encourages residents to sign up now at http://flashvote.com/rivconow or call (775) 235-2240 to 
participate by phone or text only. 
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Upcoming Highgrove Clean—UP 

https://www.raincrossgazette.com/calendar/#/
https://socalthepolarexpressride.com/
https://www.flashvote.com/rivconow
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CURRENT OPENINGS:  

Solid Waste -  One (1) Alternate Representative 

Assessment Appeals Board No. 3 - One (1) Alternate 

Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) -  One (1) Alternate       

First 5 Children & Families Advisory Committee— One (1) Members                                                               

Good Hope Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Two (2) Alternates                                                                              

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient or Consumer of IHSS Services - One (1) opening 

Behavioral Health Commission - Family Member - One (1) opening &  Public Interest - One (1) opening 

 

If you are interested in applying for any of these positions  

please see a link and instructions to an  

application below: 

https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%

20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf 

 

Interested in serving your local community?  

Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look  

        at the list of openings we have below for local commissions. 

 

Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) is offering free rides 

on all local CommuterLink and GoMicro buses every 

Friday and will continue through June 28, 2024.  

Let RTA take you to your next destination  

for free! 

Get your Free Ride Friday Pass on the GoMobile app. 

It’s Free! 

For any questions please reach out to RTA at 

 (951) 565-5002 or visit their website at  

RiversideTransit.com 

https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf
https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf
https://www.riversidetransit.com/
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First District Profile 

Kevin Jeffries was 
elected in November 
2012 to Represent the 

residents of the 1st  
Supervisorial  
District on the 

 Riverside County 
Board of Supervisors.  
This district covers the 

cities of Riverside,  
Perris, and Wildomar, 

and the unincorporated  
communities including 

Highgrove,  
University City,  

Mead Valley,  
Good Hope,  

Meadowbrook,  
March Joint Powers  

Authority,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, and 

De Luz. 
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NOTE: Wildomar, La Cresta, 
Tenaja, and De Luz will move 
to the 3rd District in January of 
2025. 
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Lakeland Village Events 
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Mead Valley 

Thanksgiving  Event 

Over 350 people from Good Hope and Mead Valley were able to attend the annual Thanksgiving event 
at the Mead Valley Community Center and enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving meal prepared by Mrs. 

Kathy and her group of volunteers from The Grove Community Church. With a heart full of compas-
sion and a vision of unity, Pastor Noland Turnage, who started this event seven years ago, has tirelessly 
dedicated time and effort to ensure that our annual Thanksgiving events are moments of joy and reflec-
tion, and have become expressions of compassion and generosity. This year and thanks to the donation 

from the Hillwood group, each household that attended the event took home a turkey for the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner celebration. Many thanks to Pastor Noland, The Grove Church staff, and all the volunteers 

who made this wonderful event possible!  
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Christmas Events 

Good Hope Highgrove 
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On Saturday, November 18th, hundreds of residents attended the Norton Younglove Highgrove Com-
munity Center for a Thanksgiving meal.  Feeding America helped pass out 120 turkeys, 150 holiday 
food boxes and 85 shelf stable food boxes to the community. Highgrove residents enjoyed dozens of 

vendors, music, and wonderful food! 
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Highgrove Thanksgiving  

Event 
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Mead Valley 

Love Your Neighborhood Clean Up 

In partnership with the Love Your Neighborhood program, we held the Mead Valley neighborhood 
cleanup on Saturday, November 18th. Thanks to the participation of Malaika Davis, Yolanda Ma-
gana, Sterlon Sims, local volunteers, our Youth Advisory Council group, volunteers from Citrus 

Hills High School, and Pastor Noland Turnage from The Grove Community Church, we were able 
to clean a portion of San Jacinto Avenue to help minimize stormwater pollution in our watersheds 

and make the roadside cleaner. We look forward to continuing the partnership with community lead-
ers and the support of our amazing volunteers in our upcoming cleanups. 
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