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Unlike the past 10 years of publications, this month my corner is dedicated to 

only one topic. It’s a topic that tops the chart of ongoing complaints to our office 

and to most city halls. The following is largely written by my Chief of Staff Jeff 

Greene, who has the pleasure of working day to day with all the departments 

who work on homeless issues in the First District. 

The two (2) issues/complaints we hear about are traffic congestion (freeway 

parking lots) and the growing homeless challenge. Here is a summary of what we 

are doing now, and some potential changes in the law that MAY allow the coun-

ty and cities to more effectively manage the homeless problems in our County. 

I’ll start with a few of the things that we are doing right on the issue: 1) The 

county has been very aggressive in prioritizing services for homeless veterans. 

We were one of the first agencies in the country to declare “functional zero” 

homeless veterans, meaning every homeless veteran who wanted assistance was 

receiving housing. That means almost anyone you see with a “help a homeless 

veteran” sign is either new to the area, has repeatedly refused assistance, or is 

lying. 2) We have been very successful in housing women with children. They 

have the other highest priority in our system, and it is very rare you will see a 

woman with children homeless on the streets. Odds are extremely good that if 

you see someone with kids panhandling, they are grifters using their kids as mar-

keting tools. 3) Unlike many major cities and regions, you almost never see per-

manent tent encampments on roads, sidewalks, and parks. Our law enforcement 

has been pretty good about not allowing them to get established in public rights 

of way. 4) The County is partnering more closely than ever with cities in coordi-

nating efforts to provide services for those willing to accept them, including be-

havioral health interventions and major encampment events where multiple 

county agencies join with city agencies to clear impacted areas while offering 

services to those being displaced. One of the best examples of this is the Santa 

Ana River Bottom Collaborative, which has removed multiple tons of trash, re-

moved dozens of cars, and assisted well over 100 residents of the river bottom.  

That all being said, we struggle mightily with other parts of the crisis: 1) It can 

take years to clear an encampment off private property if we do not have a coop-

erative owner, as we must utilize the courts to take possession of the property 

and order a clean up. If we can’t even identify the owner (due to death or unclear 

title), it can take even longer. 2) We can do very little about the zombie homeless 

that wander our sidewalks, stumble into our streets, and approach us while shop-

ping or pumping gas. Simply being intoxicated or high is really not a crime in 

California any more, and the loss of the ability to threaten imprisonment for petty 

thefts, vandalism, and trespassing has made it nearly         (Continued to page 2) 
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impossible to force them into treatment in exchange for not going to jail. 3) Similarly, even the most ob-

viously impaired/sick/comatose persons on the sidewalks largely can’t be forced into treatment, as the 

state’s definition of “gravely disabled” or a “danger to themselves or others” (5150) has been too strict to 

provide any meaningful way to get them into substance abuse or behavioral health treatment for more 

than overnight. 4) While cheaper than LA or OC or SD, the cost of housing continues to climb, and we 

have very few vacancies in the rental market, to the point where even those with Section 8 housing 

vouchers struggle to find housing they can actually afford. Building new “affordable housing” apart-

ments can run well over $500,000 per unit, and are politically very difficult to approve, as NIMBYs try 

to prevent “those people” from moving into their area. And given the first line of this column, it is hard 

to fault people for opposing a large apartment complex nearby when their local roads are already at a 

standstill. 

The good news is, there are some recent developments that MAY help us with some of these issues. 1) A 

bipartisan group of agencies and individuals (including San Francisco, Los Angeles, the California State 

Association of Counties, and even Governor Gavin Newsom!) has filed briefs asking the Supreme Court 

to review a pair of 9th Circuit Court decisions (Martin vs Boise and Johnson vs Grants Pass) that has 

handcuffed local agencies from taking action to clear dangerous and unhealthy homeless encampments 

without meeting unreasonable and unclear requirements first, causing many agencies to be paralyzed into 

inaction. It is hoped that the Supreme Court would create a more reasonable standard that would allow 

action by states and counties to clean these encampments and protect the public. 2) A pair of bills were 

recently signed by the Governor that will slightly loosen the definition of “gravely disabled” and also to 

make it easier to require substance abuse treatment for those convicted of drug related offenses. These 

could allow us to get some of these individuals into services that we previously could not. 3) Riverside 

County recently became one of the first in the State to implement the CARE Courts, another process 

where family members or law enforcement could request a temporary guardianship for a person who is 

unable to take care of themselves, so that we might be able to get them into treatment they otherwise 

have rejected. There are still steps that have to be taken, and we don’t currently have sufficient bed space 

to treat all the people that might actually need treatment—voluntarily or otherwise, but it is another tool 

we can now use. 4) In an effort to make #2 and #3 more useful, the County currently has an additional 81 

treatment beds under construction in Riverside, has begun moving forward with another 200 or so treat-

ment beds at the proposed Wellness Village in Mead Valley (plus a Behavioral Health Urgent Care, for 

adults and youth), and if the statewide Behavioral Health bond passes in March next year, we expect to 

build a psychiatric hospital adjacent to the RUHS Hospital in Moreno Valley (which would also replace 

our dated Emergency Treatment Services (ETS) in Riverside). 5) The County is pursuing an “anti-

camping” ordinance for high fire and flood risk areas, that will hopefully make it easier for us to remove 

homeless encampments in the river bottom and in our foothills and other high fire hazard areas—I’ll 

keep you updated on that one when we get more details. 

I hope you’ll forgive this longer-than-usual Kevin’s Corner, but we do get a lot of complaints about this 

issue, and there are no easy answers to it. Hopefully this provided a little more context for some of you 

that have stuck with it to the end. As always, I welcome your thoughts. 

Respectfully, 

Kevin Jeffries—First District Supervisor 
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CURRENT OPENINGS:  

Solid Waste -  One (1) Alternate Representative 

Assessment Appeals Board No. 3 - One (1) Alternate 

Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) -  One (1) Alternate       

First 5 Children & Families Advisory Committee - Two (2) Members                                                               

Good Hope Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - One (1) Member & Two (2) Alternates                                                                              

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient or Consumer of IHSS Services - One (1) opening 

Behavioral Health Commission - Family Member - One (1) opening &  Public Interest - One (1) opening 

 

If you are interested in applying for any of these positions  

please see a link and instructions to an  

application below: 

https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%

20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf 

 

Interested in serving your local community?  

Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look  

        at the list of openings we have below for local commissions. 

 

Riverside Transit Agency (RTA) is offering free rides 

on all local CommuterLink and GoMicro buses every 

Friday and will continue through June 28, 2024.  

Let RTA take you to your next destination  

for free! 

Get your Free Ride Friday Pass on the GoMobile app. 

It’s Free! 

For any questions please reach out to RTA at 

 (951) 565-5002 or visit their website at  

RiversideTransit.com 

https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf
https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/2023-08/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Application%2C%208-22-23.pdf
https://www.riversidetransit.com/
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First District Profile 

Kevin Jeffries was 
elected in November 
2012 to Represent the 

residents of the 1st  
Supervisorial  
District on the 

 Riverside County 
Board of Supervisors.  
This district covers the 

cities of Riverside,  
Perris, and Wildomar, 

and the unincorporated  
communities including 

Highgrove,  
University City,  

Mead Valley,  
Good Hope,  

Meadowbrook,  
March Joint Powers  

Authority,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, and 

De Luz. 
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NOTE: Wildomar, La Cresta, 
Tenaja, and De Luz will move 
to the 3rd District in January of 
2025. 
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HIGHGROVE TOWN HALL 

On Wednesday, September 27th, dozens of residents attended our first Highgrove Town Hall to receive 

an update from Supervisor Kevin Jeffries, Riverside Auditor-Controller Ben J. Benoit, Riverside County 

CEO Jeff Van Wagenen, and many other Riverside County Department and Agency Directors. 

Thank you to all Department Representatives, Elected Officials, Highgrove Elementary School, and the 

community for making our inaugural Highgrove Townhall a remarkable success! 
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SANTA ROSA PLATEAU TOWN HALL 

 

On October 10th, hundreds of residents from the Santa Rosa Plateau area attended their annual Town 

Hall. Constituents heard from various county departments including Sheriff, Fire Department,       

Emergency Management, Code Enforcement, and many more. Food was provided as was a full espresso 

bar of caffeinated drinks. Thank you Erin Fairfax for organizing and inviting our office for this        

wonderful event! 
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GOOD HOPE / MEADOWBROOK  

FALL FESTIVAL 

The Fall Festival for the Good Hope / Meadowbrook communities on October 28th was a blast this year, 
kids young and old were able to enjoy s’mores, jumpers, an obstacle course, carnival games, pumpkin 

patch, food, and of course a Trunk or Treat. Thanks to Noland Turnage and Alexis Statler and their fan-
tastic team from The Grove Community Church for putting this event together, to our Riverside County 

Code Enforcement, Riverside County Sheriff, and Riverside County Fire Dept. Station #9, FM staff, 
EMD, RUHS Public Health,  Riverside County Animal Services, and local business owners for partici-

pating and supporting this event. 

HIGHGROVE TRUNK OR TREAT 

Highgrove’s Inaugural Trunk or Treat on October 28th was a success! The Trunk or Treat was held at 
and hosted by the Highgrove Library. Hundreds of Highgrove residents attended and kids collected can-

dy from classic cars and County Agencies. Kids were able to play games, eat popcorn, and of course 
trick or treat from the many cars. Thank you to Louise Gutierrez and her team from the Highgrove    

Library for all their work organizing this event! 

(From left to right): Highgrove Municipal Advisory Chair-

Mussa Khiar, Highgrove Librarian-Louise Gutierrez, and 

Supervisor Jeffries’ Office-Damian Fussel 
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MEAD VALLEY FALL FESTIVAL 

More than 3,500 people attended the annual Mead Valley Fall Festival on October 25th and were able 
to enjoy different family activities such as a Trunk or Treat, pumpkin patch, laser tag, carnival games, 
face painting, obstacle courses, bounce houses, and food. A special thank you to Misty Felix, Noland 

Turnage, and Lupita Mendoza from The Grove Community Church for organizing this amazing event. 
Thanks to our local volunteers, MAC Board Members, Riverside County FM Staff, County Sheriff, 

Riverside County Code Enforcement, EMD, RUHS, and Riverside County Fire Department for support-
ing this event in District 1. 
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MEADOWBROOK & GOOD HOPE CLEAN UP 

Future  

Clean Ups 

On October 28th, the Meadowbrook & Good Hope Community had a successful clean up. 

186 local residents came to drop off their waste. 490 tires, 37 mattresses, and a total of 7 

Front loaders  were filled. Thank you Waste Resources and Waste Management! 
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More than 75% of a mattress can be  recycled into other 
products, diverting valuable resources from local landfills! 
Learn how to recycle your mattress and free disposal op-
tions that may be available to you at ByeByeMattress.com 
#byebyemattress 
  
You can visit our website www.ByeByeMattress.com to 
find a recycling location and additional  information. If 
you would like these  materials in Spanish, please let me 
know! 
  
For more information about the program in your area, your 
local Bye Bye Mattress coordinator is Tyler Douthitt at 
(949) 534-6693. 

 

Do you have one minute a month to help make Riverside County better? 

Join your friends and neighbors and make your voice heard on important local issues. 

The County of Riverside is working with FlashVote to gather valuable input from residents to inform de-
cisions on programs, policies and budget. 

“The input collected in these surveys will help the county find ways to serve our residents better,” said 
Board Chair Kevin Jeffries, First District Supervisor. “The one-minute surveys will be on different topics 
throughout the year and sent out every one to two months.” 

The sign-up process takes less than one minute and the individual information collected by FlashVote is 
never shared with the County, nor anyone else. When residents sign up, they can determine if they want to 
receive the surveys by email, text or phone. 

Residents will receive a notification whenever there is a new survey, and they will have 48 hours to par-
ticipate before voting closes. Once a survey is closed, everyone who participated will automatically re-
ceive a summary of the overall results and be able to see how their responses compare to the group. Re-
sults are anonymous. 

The county encourages residents to sign up now at http://flashvote.com/rivconow or call (775) 235-2240 
to participate by phone or text only. 

Participate in helping make Riverside County better. Your opinions on how local government works for 
you matter. 

#   #   #  

https://byebyemattress.com/
https://byebyemattress.com/
http://flashvote.com/rivconow
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN MEAD VALLEY 
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VETERANS DAY EVENTS AND INFORMATION 
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