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Did You Reply Last Month? Technology can be a wonderful thing – until it isn’t. 
Every month for over 10 years I have been sharing with you my concerns and ob-
servations in this monthly newsletter. Well… last month (July) someone some-
where in a software vendor office decided that the software we use needed to 
change and just like that every single constituent email response from the newslet-
ter literally vanished into thin air. No trace! Just gone! So, if you responded to my 
newsletter last month (you can refresh your memory here: https://tinyurl.com/
KJNewsJuly), we didn’t receive it. So – if it was important, please try again. As far 
as we can tell, we still can’t receive direct replies to this newsletter, so just send 
your email directly to District1@Rivco.org. 
 
How Big Is Enough? Should current and future elected officials in Riverside 
County government seek public office so that they can increase their take home pay 

and benefits? Or, should an elected official in our county be grateful for An Honest 
Day’s Pay for An Honest Day’s Work, and perhaps be a little humble in assessing 
their own self-value when serving the public. Certainly, I do NOT expect a “full 

time” elected official to take a vow of poverty in order to represent the people of 
Riverside County, but let’s be reasonable. Our county essentially has three groups 
of full-time elected county officials. The five (5) members of the Board of Supervi-

sors, three (3) county wide elected officials (Treasurer/Tax Collector, Auditor/
Controller, and the Assessor/Clerk/Recorder), and two (2) elected public safety of-
ficials (Sheriff and District Attorney). This past December, our two public safety 
officials were proposed to receive a 13% pay increase bringing them to roughly 

$308,000. The three other county-wide officials were to receive a 32% increase, 
raising them to $256,000 annually. The Board of Supervisors pay is tied to 80% of 
State Judge pay, roughly $185,000 for the newer members of the Board (I have re-

fused all pay raises). The last pay raise proposal failed, but I am told it is going to 
be placed back on the Board of Supervisors agenda in hopes of finding at least three 
votes – but this time the carrot also reportedly includes a new pay increase for 

County Supervisors.  

Wellness Village To Bring Services and Resources to Mead Valley—In what 
will almost certainly be the largest investment of funds in an unincorporated com-
munity in Riverside County history, the Board of Supervisors recently voted to lo-

cate an innovative, state-of-the-art “Wellness Village” to Mead Valley. This facility 
will bring comprehensive health services to this under-served community, and also 
includes a public market and cafe, pharmacy (the first in Mead Valley), WIC office, 

dental and medical services, and veterans support, as well as onsite therapeutic ser-
vices. The innovative project will also include much needed recreation areas, gar-
dens, rest areas, and trails for community members using services. Over 600 perma-

nent jobs will be located at the facility, a welcome change from the warehouses that 
currently dominate the area in which it will be located near the 215 and the Placen-

tia Interchange.        (continued to page 2) 
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Assuming it passes a few more hearings and hurdles, the facility will hopefully break ground next year. 

Over 1000 Phone Calls? They say the road to hell is paved with good intentions, and the State of Cali-
fornia seems to prove this regularly. In an effort to reform the state juvenile justice system and programs 
to help foster youth, California has essentially closed all the state youth authorities, eliminated many 
group home programs, and forbidden out of state placement of troubled youth. The goal is to place these 
children in a more welcoming family environment instead. Unfortunately, while we work with many 
families who have the calling to help these kids, and we have placed thousands of children successfully 
in foster homes, it is nearly impossible to place some of these frequently violent/suicidal/addicted 
“Complex Care Children” with families. You may have seen articles about other counties being sued for 
placing children in hotels and offices because they cannot find placement, and unfortunately, we are no 
different. While there are only about 20-50 of these hard to place youth at any given time in the County 
(out of almost 5,000 “in the system”), it can reportedly take multiple days and well over 1,000 phone 
calls per child to find appropriate placement for them, forcing the county to house them (with multiple 
staff supervision) temporarily in less than ideal conditions. While we continue to lobby the state to in-
crease the options for placement for this category of children, the Board of Supervisors recently author-
ized the $28 million purchase of a residential ranch and school formerly run by a private organization 
that will be used to help house these children while they await permanent placement or receive services 
from the County.  “Harmony Haven” won’t solve the problem of finding permanent placement for these 
kids, but it well help keep them more safe and comfortable while our staff tries to find solutions for 
them. If you have a heart for children and serving your community, you can help us and them (they 
aren’t all “complex care children”, some just need a safe place to live temporarily) by becoming a Re-
source Family:https://rivcodpss.org/foster-careadoption/become-resource-family  
  
Will a Wildlife Refuge also be a Wildfire Refuge? The Western Riverside County Conservation Au-
thority is tasked with establishing a 500,000 acre Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan across 

Western Riverside County to protect 146 animal and plant species, including 34 that are threatened or 
endangered. While about 350,000 acres are already protected, the last 150,000 has been very expensive 
to obtain, and the federal government has fallen way short of their commitment to the plan. In an effort 

to assist, there is currently legislation by Senator Dianne Feinstein and Congressman Ken Calvert to es-
tablish a unique non-contiguous Wildlife Refuge in the County that would enable the federal govern-
ment to purchase lands (voluntary sellers only) to add to the MSHCP. While I appreciate the feds com-

ing to the table, to do their part, I do have concerns about the restrictions on firefighting that could occur 
with the “Refuge” designation. Reports indicate that large swaths of the proposed refuse land could be 
off-limits to air tankers and bulldozers during wildfire firefighters efforts. This can lead to fires growing 

rapidly and threatening rural communities. Research is ongoing on this issue... 

Be Safe! 

Kevin Jeffries 

 

RTA is rolling back bus fares to just 25 cents per ride for everyone. That means 

bus rides, which usually cost $1.75, will be just a quarter from June 1 through 

August 30.  

Customers can pay by simply dropping a quarter in the farebox or they can use 

the GoMobile app when they board. The 25 cent rides include all local bus routes, 

CommuterLink and GoMicro.   
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CURRENT OPENINGS:  

Good Hope Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Two (2) Members & One (1) Alternate                                                                              

   Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) -  One (1) Alternate                                                                                 

Solid Waste -  One (1) Alternate Representative 

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient or Consumer of IHSS Services - One (1) opening 

Behavioral Health Commission - Family Member - One (1) opening &  Public Interest - One (1) opening 

Community Action Commission - One (1) Alternate   

Assessment Appeals Board No. 3 - One (1) Alternate   

 

If you are interested in applying for any of these positions  

please see a link and instructions to an  

application below: 

https://rivcodistrict1.org/sites/g/files/aldnop256/files/migrated/Portals-0-

BoardsandCommissionsApplication11713.pdf 

 

 

Interested in serving your local community?  

Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look  

        at the list of openings we have below for local commissions. 
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First District Profile 

Kevin Jeffries was 
elected in November 
2012 to Represent the 

residents of the 1st  
Supervisorial  
District on the 

 Riverside County 
Board of Supervisors.  
This district covers the 

cities of Riverside,  
Perris, and Wildomar, 

and the unincorporated  
communities including 

Highgrove,  
University City,  

Mead Valley,  
Good Hope,  

Meadowbrook,  
March Joint Powers  

Authority,  
La Cresta, Tenaja, and 

De Luz. 
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NOTE: Wildomar, La Cresta, 
Tenaja, and De Luz will move 
to the 3rd District in January of 
2025. 
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On Saturday, July 8th we had our third 

Mead Valley Shade Tree Giveaway! 

Hundreds of trees were distributed to 

families in the Mead Valley area with 

the help of TreePeople and The Grove 

Community Church.  

Mead Valley 

Urban Tree Program 



Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

 

Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 Jeffries Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries—District #1  Website- www.SupervisorJeffries.org    Email - district1@rivco.org 

4080 Lemon St, 5th Floor Riverside, CA 92501 (951) 955-1010  *  16275 Grand Avenue, Lake Elsinore, CA  92530 (951) 471-4500 

 

Movies in the Parks 

Good Hope Mead Valley 

On Friday, July 14th, and Friday, July 21st local residents in Mead Valley and Good Hope, respective-

ly, attended Movie Night. They watched “Puss in Boots: The Last Wish”. Attendees enjoyed free 

games, music, and popcorn, while they waited for the sun to go down to enjoy the movie. Thank you 

to everyone in the community who attended these great events in District 1. 
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Upcoming Library Events 
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