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Are We There Yet?  How many MORE people does Riverside County and its 
cities need to add before we can say, “sorry but the motel (county) is full!”  
(note: roughly 30,000 new residents join us all each year). 
 
The fact is, it’s NOT even an option for us to say we are full. And indeed, some 
could easily make the argument that nor should we ever say we have no room left 
in a state as massive as ours.  
 
The folks who align with The Overpopulation Project movement make an  
argument that our limited resources cannot sustain our trajectory. A more locally 
based argument can be advanced that our stalled traffic on the 15, 215 or the 91 
parking lot freeways, our recent rolling power brown-outs, our inadequate 
statewide reservoir storage, our hospitals and/or mental health facilities constantly 
being at capacity, as well as our strained taxpayer funds are all screaming at us 
with BIG red warning signs. 
 
A local case in point. Nearly every one of our local freeways achieve stand still 
status (known as service level “F”) nearly every commuter day. The 15 freeway is 
no exception and needs immediate expansions to facilitate local residents heading 

to and from work, and of course the out of town commuters, vacationers, truckers, 
etc, who pass through on their way to San Diego or Orange Counties and beyond.  
In hoping to address this critical need, the Riverside County Transportation    

Commission (RCTC, which is not a “county department”) has been planning a 
widening project down the 15.  The preliminary cost to add two lanes in each    
direction between Corona and Lake Elsinore is an astounding $652 million +. The 
County and cities have nowhere near anything even close to that kind of funding 

available.  And to make matters worse, for such a project to even be considered for 
state and/or federal funding, it would need to be a toll lane project (government 
calls those “Express Lanes” to avoid even mentioning toll fees). Without the toll 

revenues to pay back state and/or federal loan guarantees, no grants, no loans = no 
project. So, if I understand things, the State of California is mandating to our coun-
ty and cities that they plan, zone, and make available the ability to add 167,000 

more affordable homes across Riverside County, while we simultaneously have 
had to deal with power shortages, water shortages, and jam packed freeways that 
will not receive state financial assistance to expand unless we make them toll 

lanes, so that poor and blue collar working stiffs cannot even afford to use them?  
Sorry, but I’m confused.  

Full Court Press… Last month, I reported on the on-going saga of our under-
staffed courts (lack of judges), and the growing number of criminal cases being 

dismissed before trial by the courts (which includes a large number of felony cas-
es). Our  local ratio of judicial officers per 100,000 residents is 3.4, compared to a 
statewide average of 11.4. In short Riverside County is at least 22 judges short to 
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handle the workload (assuming all of our judges are working full time 5 days a week). The battle to fix 
this injustice (staffing) is now moving to the State Capital in Sacramento. Our local State Senator   
Richard Roth has introduced SB-75 to have the State fund the additional judges for our county and    
others. My guess this will be a brutal fight in the State Legislature. Our State is not exactly known for 
desiring to enhance the judicial branch anywhere in California. As we hear more about this uphill effort, 
we may need to send letters to our legislators asking for support. More to come. 
 
Short Changed! Back in March 2019, the County had estimated that the state of California was short- 
changing our residents to the tune of at least $140 million a year, every year, for (just) county wide 
mental health services. This disparity has been caused by a discriminatory state population funding    
formula that rewards or protects coastal counties at the expense of the faster growing inland counties. I 
hope to provide you with some updated numbers in the near future to determine if things have improved 
(or not). I fear that I already know the answer.  
 
As always, feel free to write me with your constructive thoughts to help improve our quality of life in 
Riverside County, or to simply vent about ways to improve services. Remember, I can only work on 
county government issues, I have no say in city provided services.  
 
Respectfully,  

Kevin Jeffries 

 

Internet Resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Don’t overpay for home Internet! Save money today with Affordable Connectively Program (ACP)! 

Medi-Cal and WIC members automatically qualify for ACP’s $30 monthly discount. 
Visit: http:rivcoconnect.org/applutoday or call 866-922-1016 to learn more. 
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CURRENT OPENINGS:  
 

Good Hope Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - One (1) Member     
 

Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - One (1) Member, One (1) Alternate                                                                                 
 

Advisory Council of Aging -  One (1) Opening 
 

Solid Waste -  One (1) Alternate Opening 
 

Assessment Appeals - One (1) Opening Alternate 
 

In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient or Caregiver of IHSS Services — 
One (1) opening 

 
Behavioral Health Commission - Family Member - One (1) opening 

 
Community Action Partnership—One (1) Alternate   

 
Riverside County Flood Control Commission— Zone 1  One opening (see below) 

Flood Control District Map 

 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better place 
feel free to apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 

Open Position:  Flood Control Commissioner 
 

The First District has an opening on the Riverside County Flood Control Commission representing Zone 
1.  Commissioners serve as unpaid volunteers, attend a minimum of one annual meeting, to 

review the District’s Annual Budget and Regional Drainage Plans. For more information visit the  
District’s website at www.rcflood.org.  To apply, please submit the online application available at 

www.supervisorjeffries.org  

http://www.rcflood.org
http://www.supervisor.org
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First District Profile 

 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  

Riverside, Perris, and Wildomar, 

 and unincorporated communities  
including Highgrove, University City,  

Mead Valley, Good Hope,  
Meadowbrook, La Cresta, Tenaja,  

and DeLuz. 

Non-Profit Spotlight 
  

The Boys & Girls Club of Southwest County  
  

The Boys & Girls Club of Southwest County provides academic support through our new Learning Hub 
program, and sports, arts, S.T.E.M., career readiness, and leadership programs through before and    
after-school programs for the youth of Temecula, Murrieta, Lakeland Village, and the surrounding       
communities.  The mission of the Boys & Girls Club of Southwest County is to inspire, enable, and    
support all youth to realize their full potential as successful, responsible, and impactful members of the 
community.   
  
At the Boys & Girls Club of Southwest County, local youth not only have a safe, positive place to go, but 
a place where they will receive mentorship from caring, professional adults.  Youth can also socialize 
and interact with their peers, which so many kids need right now.   
 

Contact us: 
www.bgcswc.org 

(951) 699-1526 – Corporate Office 
(951) 245-4499 Lakeland Village  location 

  
To donate: https://bgcswc.kindful.com/ 

Current District 1 in Red 

http://www.bgcswc.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bgcswc.kindful.com/__;!!JTyGX330HN5x6Ko!X9xUZzbthW-wLaFurR7SxKZqGv2hW1jH2WtkCui3m9OzAUrOt-HqtVJF_KlErQg$
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Riverside County Library System Updates 

 

This month, the Riverside County Library System unveiled its new app! Users can store their own    li-
brary cards and link other accounts, keeping the family’s information all in one place. With the app, us-
ers can see their checkouts and holds, search for items and use the new self-checkout feature, all on their 
phone. Try it now! Available for Apple and Android devices in English and Spanish. 
https://innovativemobile.net/RiversideCountyLibrary 
 
Also, this month Literacy Services would like to officially  
invite you to the upcoming Literacy Open House at the   
Western County Literacy   Center (5840 Mission Blvd,    
Jurupa Valley, 92509) on Thursday, February 23 from 2-6 
p.m.! It’ll be walk-in, so you can come in at any time with 
any questions.  
  
You’ll have the opportunity to learn more about our literacy 
classes (bit.ly/Spring2023Register), our upcoming tutor   
training, as well as give input on the literacy needs in your 
community. Let us know what you’d like to see offered 
from our department. Information, snacks, drinks, games, 
and some giveaways await, so join us if you can! 

https://innovativemobile.net/RiversideCountyLibrary?fbclid=IwAR0FSUFB-a4J3WQ1ekSIt_wIKBQXcvV0hby_iweR_LZb3VXyz44PzaY7AVE
https://bit.ly/Spring2023Register
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Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council 

 
Supervisor Jeffries attended the Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) meeting on January 25, 
his first as the new Supervisor for this community. There were over fifty people in attendance for this 

inaugural meeting under Supervisor Jeffries’ purview. The Highgrove MAC also heard directly from     
Riverside County Executive Officer Jeff Van Wagenen, Riverside County Fire, Riverside County     
Sheriff, Riverside County Emergency Management Department, and Riverside County Code               
Enforcement. 

The Highgrove MAC meets every other Month on the 4th Wednesday of the Month at the Highgrove 

Library. Our next meeting is March 22, 2023 at 6pm at Highgrove Library: 650 W. Center Street, 
Highgrove, CA 92507. For more information please reach out to Damian Fussel at dfussel@rivco.org.  
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