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Fires, Floods, Flowers – Back to Fires?  The corridor between Corona and Lake Elsinore has had 
more than its share of challenging issues over the past 12 months. The most recent problems for 
residents of the Temescal Valley and Lake Elsinore Valley has been the poppy viewing tourists, and 
the havoc it has been wreaking on roads in the area and traffic on the freeway. Somewhere between 
20,000 and 50,000 tourists show up each day on the weekends to take in nature’s spectacular show. 
This massive bloom is thought to be the result of the very heavy rains that occurred during our    
recent winter storms.  The problem that comes next will be the very thick and tall weeds that will be 
prime fuel for our 2019 fire season. If we continue to enjoy warm weather, I anticipate that the  
2019 fire season is just around the corner. So, break out your weed-eater, hire the neighborhood 
teenager, or find a weed abatement contractor – just make sure those tall weeds are mowed-down 
to give our local firefighters (and your home) a fighting chance! 
 

Do It Yourself Restaurants?  For the past several years, brick & mortar restaurants have been 
keeping a watchful eye on the growing popularity of food trucks in Riverside County. Some of the 
restaurant owners found that it made good business sense to operate both a restaurant and a food 
truck. Now comes another state approved entry into the retail food fight: Home based restaurants! 
State Assembly Bill 626 was signed into law in September 17, 2018 by then Governor Jerry Brown, 
which provides for retail food sales directly from home-based kitchens. If you love the concept of 
giving new entrepreneurs a chance at the American dream, this bill (and food) is for you! But if you 
want to make sure the food you buy and consume is as safe as it can be… well….. this budding home 
kitchen industry might not be for you.  Your County Environmental Health Department will NOT be 
allowed (by State law) to inspect and regulate this new industry like it does restaurants and food 
trucks. The home-based kitchen can only be subjected to one (1) regular inspection per year and it 
must be scheduled in advance, and if the Health Department receives public complaints about bad 
food or sanitary issues – the resulting onsite investigation must also be scheduled in advance with 
the operator. Home based kitchen businesses are also NOT going to have letter grades, so caveat 
emptor!     
 

For those of you who enjoy the road-side food truck menus, just make sure the truck/trailer/stand 
has both a County health permit and a letter grade posted in plain sight. You’ll be rewarding the 
businesses that are doing it the right way, and your stomach will thank you later!  
 

Time To Volunteer? Your county government has a number of volunteer opportunities. Some   
require a specific set of skills or training while others would be happy to have you just lend a hand. 
Many cities also have various opportunities to help make a difference. For those of you who live in 
(or near) unincorporated (non-city) communities, our office is looking for able-bodied individuals 
who would be willing to train and serve with our Emergency Management Department as local    
Disaster Response Team volunteers. We need a few good men and women (well maybe 15 to 20) in 
many of our unincorporated communities to help provide support services during fires, floods, 
earthquakes and even poppy blooms! If you are interested, please email us with your information at 
District1@RivCo.org. 
 

And as always – feel free to drop me a note on any other issue as well. 
 

Respectfully, 

Kevin Jeffries 
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In Home Support Services (IHSS) - Recipient of IHSS Services 
 
Behavioral Health Commission - Contact our office for details on eligibility 
 
County Archives Commission - Opening pending (seeking qualified applicants) 
 
Lakeland Community Advisory Council - Board Member 
 
Temescal Valley Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) - Alternate Member 
 
 

Interested in serving your local community?  
Perhaps you are more of a regional advocate?  

If you live in or have a business in District #1, be sure to look at the list  
of openings we have below for local commissions. 

If you feel you have the time to dedicate to making the district a better place feel free 
to apply online at www.supervisorjeffries.com, under Boards & Commissions 
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Local District #1 Events 

Lake Elsinore Super Bloom 2019! 
This year’s consistent winter rains brought with it an event many of us did not expect: A huge “Super Bloom” of California 
Poppy flowers. From Nichols Road in the City of Lake Elsinore all the way up to Temescal Canyon Rd and points east in the    
canyons, the sea of orange poppies which could be viewed from space attracted hundreds of thousands of people to come 
take pictures and hike amongst the canyons of poppies. 
 
The turnout resulted in the City of Lake Elsinore and the County of Riverside needing to mobilze Fire, Sheriff, EMD, Code and 
more to handle the huge influx of people who came to visit. Big thanks go out to all of our Volunteers from CERT and the     
Sheriff’s Department who answered the call for assistance from us and worked long hours to make sure our event went off 
without a hitch.  
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Local District #1 Events 

 

Riverside Latino Network Youth Leadership Program – 2019 HOPE Latina History Day Conference 

March 8, 2019, Supervisor Kevin Jeffries’ Board Assistant and Latino Network Board member, Araceli Ruiz assisted  with 
chaperoning 25 high school Latinas from Riverside and Alvord Unified School District schools to the 2019 HOPE Latina 
History Day Conference.  The Riverside Latino Network Youth Leadership Program along with Metrolink provided the 
opportunity to ride the Metrolink to Grand Central Station and then walk to the Biltmore Hotel to participate in the Teen 
Leadership Track. 

Cindy Mendoza Collins ‐ Secretary, Araceli Ruiz ‐ District 1 Board Assistant, Anthony Rivera ‐ President, Frances Casiano ‐ CAG Assistant/Greeter 

and Gage Middle School student, Bob Garcia ‐ Vice Chair, and Red Navarro – Treasurer.  

 

At the March 13, 2019, Casa Blanca Community Acton Group (CAG) meeting, the Board held their annual election of 
officers and Supervisor Kevin Jeffries’ Board Assistant, Araceli Ruiz, provided certificates of appreciation to Anthony          
Rivera, outgoing President, Eulalio “Red” Navarro, outgoing Treasurer, and Frances Casiano, CAG’s Assistant/Greeter.     
District 1 appreciates everything the outgoing CAG members have done in the past 2 years while serving on the CAG Board 
for their community.    
 
The past CAG Board Members accomplished significant community goals during their time.  Congratulations to the newly 
elected Board Members!  

Casa Blanca Community Action Group New Board Members 
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Local District #1 Events 

Habitat for Humanity Ground Breaking Ceremony on Myers Street in Riverside 

 Keynote Speaker Eliseo V. Medina, The Riverside community gathering to enjoy some birthday cake at Cesar E. Chavez Memorial site, and       

Supervisor Kevin Jeffries with Latino Network Founder, Ofelia Valdez‐Yeager.  

Riverside Latino Network held their 20th Annual Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Breakfast on March 29, 2019, at the Riverside 
Marriott Hotel. The Breakfast Keynote Speaker was Eliseo V. Medina, whose career as a labor activist began in 1965, when 
he attended the historic United Farm Workers’ strike in Delano. Mr. Medina gave an account of his experiences with Cesar 
E. Chavez and his career with SEIU.    
 
That same day at the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial on University Avenue in downtown Riverside, Latino Network handed out 
birthday cake to the community to celebrate what would have been Cesar Chavez’s 92nd Birthday.  

Riverside’s  Latino Network’s Cesar E. Chavez 20th Annual  
Memorial Breakfast 

The Habitat for Humanity Riverside held a groundbreaking ceremony on March 21, 2019, for 4 new, affordable, energy    
efficient homes that will be built on Myers Street just off Magnolia Avenue in the City of Riverside. Above is a photo of 
all that were present at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.   
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Local District #1 Events 

Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control District Retirement Celebration for Dr. Major Dhillon 

On March 15, 2019, the Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control District celebrated the retirement and contributions 
that Dr. Major Dhillon, District Manager, contributed to Riverside County and worldwide during his 33rd year with the  
District. Under his leadership, the District grew from 150 square miles to its current size of over 350 square miles serving 
over 900,000 residents.  He currently serves on multiple local and national committees.  District 1 residents greatly      
benefited from Dr. Dhillon’s leadership.  

Retired District Manager Dr. Major Dhillon, Bill Van Dyke ‐ District Manager, Areaceli Ruiz ‐ District 1 Board Assistant. 
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First District Profile 

 

Kevin Jeffries was elected in November 2012 to 
represent the residents of the 1st Supervisorial  

District on the Riverside County Board of  
Supervisors.  This district covers the cities of  
Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, and  

Wildomar, and unincorporated communities  
including Woodcrest, Lake Mathews,  

Mead Valley, Temescal Valley, Good Hope,  
Lakeland Village, El Cariso, Meadowbrook,  

La Cresta, Tenaja, DeLuz and Spring Hills. 
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